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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children show their enthusiasm when they arrive at nursery. They wave goodbye to
their parents and smile with confidence as staff and their friends welcome them in.
They respond well to the focused attention and quickly join in with the activities.
Staff plan the environment well with interesting creative play both indoors and
outdoors. Children have opportunities to enhance their sensory and creative skills
exploring a range of different natural materials. They develop their imaginations as
they play together during role play in the well resourced home corner. They create
a range of pretend meals in the activity kitchen with real food. Staff encourage
children to share and take turns so that they are considerate and kind to each
other.

Staff teach children important relaxation skills as they take part in yoga sessions
that include time to listen and focus on the sounds around us. Staff use this time to
provide experiences for children that help develop their emerging vocabulary and
the correct pronunciation of words and sounds. They read stories to children and
encourage them to join in with familiar songs to reinforce their learning. In
addition, the library area in the entrance hall has been added recently so that
children can share their favourite books with their parents and siblings.

Children's early mathematical skills are developing well. Older children count
confidently and all children solve problems and explore shape and space as they
independently negotiate shape sorters and build with construction. Staff are well
prepared so that children can enjoy outdoor play in all weathers. Children happily
put on their rain coats and wellington boots as they show staff where they are
stored. They thoroughly enjoy being active as they jump and splash in the puddles.
They enjoy riding bikes and negotiating the balancing blocks and wheel circuit with
confidence. Children learn about various aspects of their local community as staff
regularly take them on outings to the library and local shops.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager with the full support of the provider has successfully inspired and
led the staff team to make significant improvements since the last inspection.
They have introduced support mechanisms and new ways of working including
for planning the curriculum. They have worked closely with early years advisors
for guidance and inspiration. Leaders are working on recruitment and are aware
that the key-person approach will benefit as the staff team becomes more
established.

B Staff are committed to and understand the importance of evaluating what they
are providing for children. Staff including those new to the team work
collaboratively and comment that they are supported well by the manager.
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m Staff are good role models teaching children how to behave by demonstrating
how to listen to each other during conversations and by using good manners.
This is reinforced well by staff who acknowledge fully when children use the
language and good manners they have learned. Children who are about to make
the transition to school benefit from a good range of experiences that prepare
them well for their next stage of learning.

W Staff are caring and nurturing towards children. They get down to children's
level and children are confident to approach staff for reassurance if needed.
Staff adapt activities to enable children to take part. However, at times, children
especially those quieter children are not as engaged as much as they could be
during group activities.

B Staff prioritise and focus support so that all children make good progress. This
includes children with special educational needs and or disabilities (SEND),
children with English as an additional language and those in receipt of additional
funding. The special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) and staff know how
to work with other professionals for support and guidance. Staff use their
observations and assessments of children, including the progress check for
children aged two to three years, to inform their teaching and any support
needed.

W Staff provide children with healthy, nutritious meals and snacks that they really
enjoy. Children have opportunities to develop their independence as they serve
their own food and pour drinks at mealtimes.

B Parents comment that they really appreciate that the manager and staff team
have worked extremely hard to provide their children with an enjoyable and
valuable experience. Recently introduced celebration events and an online app
all contribute to this good communication and so that parents can take part and
see what their children are enjoying and benefitting from in their play and
learning.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B continue to support staff so that they can concentrate on their role as key
persons and so that this is consistently effective in promoting children's progress
and development

B strengthen interactions with children during group activities and spontaneous
play to help quieter children remain more focused and engaged in their learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2556612

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10303887

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Ez;rgllys t\;erars Register, Compulsory Childcare
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 0to4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 10

Name of registered person Little Raccoons Day Nursery Limited
Telephone number 02031501515

Date of previous inspection 28 June 2023

Information about this early years setting

Little Raccoons Nursery Tollington registered in 2019. It is operated by a limited
company. The nursery is situated in Holloway, in the London Borough of Islington.
It operates Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6.30pm. The provider employs five
members of staff, including the manager. The manager holds a relevant
qualification at level 6 and three members of staff are qualified at level 2 or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Catherine Greene
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together including all
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection, read written accounts and
took account of their views.

B The inspector looked at safeguarding policies and discussed safeguarding
procedures with the manager and staff.

B The inspector had a meeting with the manager to discuss improvements since
the previous inspection.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of group activities with the
managetr.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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